Umdloti Ratepayers & Residents Association

P O Box 256, UMDLOTI BEACH, 4350
February 15, 2007

Guy Butler
GAEA Projects

COMMENTS ON PRESENTATION SPECIALIST STUDIES
MEETING HELD ON FEBRUARY 08, 2007 AT SHARKS BOARD

1) Planning/Urban design

We need your urgent clarification of the actual land use framework. Nathan lyer stated that of
the Sibaya Precinct area of 850ha, some 41 % would be retained as natural forest. We
queried whether or not the Hawaan Forest, which lies outside of the study area, was
incorporated in determining the division of land uses. If this is correct then it will grossly distort
the percentage used in the report for ‘built environment’ of 21 % and other designated areas.
We regard this as a very serious issue as it brings into question the validity of other
information provided in this report.

Page 88 of the Draft Scoping Report Aug 2006 Ref 44 stated, “the exact densities of the
development will be based on the outcomes of the specialist studies”.
From what we understand so far, the built environment densities may be unacceptably high.

2) Traffic Study

David McFarlane made a very strong case in his Sibaya TIA revised Aug. 2006 para.6.2 as to
why the M4 should not be widened. These included impact on environmentally sensitive
Hawaan Forest, scenic route for tourism and knock on effects. We had already passed this on
to Institute of Natural Resources with the request that the Sibaya TIA be incorporated into the
La Mercy Airport TIA.

We were shocked therefore to hear him tell us that the M4 needs to be widened from 2 lanes
to 4 or more lanes. Given the constraints posed above is this a realistic suggestion?

It is important that TIA for La Mercy Airport be included in this Report to get a true picture of
traffic densities.

McFarlane also made reference to the fact that the existing M4 reached 80 percent capacity
during peak hours. There is already a strong case to reduce traffic flows by restricting heavy
vehicles from using the M4. Assuming that the M4 cannot be widened it is clear that
alternative routes will be necessary to cater for the envisaged increase in traffic.

3) Niche Resorts and Spa.

Urban design charts include provision of a niche resort and spa in the Mhlanga Forest area.
We request details of this proposal.



Page 2
4) Waste Water Disposal

Brendan Magill indicated that sewerage would be linked to the Phoenix system. Can you
confirm that the proposal of using the Umdloti system has been abandoned? With regard to
storm water management we have requested Umdloti Coastal Conservancy to respond on
our joint behalf.

5) Crime & Security

It is well known that there is an escalation of crime during construction and building phases of
new developments. The Sibaya Precinct development will be no exception given the large
workforce required.

Safety measures, including a fenced buffer between Nodes 1 and 5 and the forest area on
Umdloti's Western boundary needs to be implemented before construction

commences. Thereafter, there needs to be adequate security management planning for the
entire area.

6) Umdloti Issues

These have not so far been addressed. We have made the point on several occasions that
the parking capacity of Umdloti is limited and there is a need to redesign the entrance to
Umdloti. Page 88 of the Draft Scoping Report Ref 45 states that, “DMA’s understanding is
that parking areas are to be provided within the Sibaya Precinct with shuttles to the beaches.”

Page 89 of the Scoping Report Ref 52 promised an investigation/specialist study to address
the concern that there is no connection between Umdloti and the new town center. Page 100
Ref 96 suggests the eThekwini Municipality would need to be involved.

In the 8 Feb Report Back two references were made that back-of-beach parking was planned
in Nodes 1 & 5 but no indications as to how beachgoers would access the beach other than
via a pedestrian link via Fourth Avenue and another from the Sports Precinct area via
Margaret Bacon Avenue. Neither of these avenues has pavements and would have to be
upgraded.

7) La Mercy Airport

Noise pollution from aircraft landing and taking off from the proposed new La Mercy Airport
needs to be taken into account in this Study. Noise implications for the proposed La Mercy
Airport specialist study are currently being redone by INR and should be factored in to the
Sibaya Study when available.

Yours faithfully
RICHARD SIEDLE
CHAIRMAN
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Furthermore, not only does it make a mockery of the areas and percentages mentioned
carlier but it casts doubt on the validity and veracity of the whole presentation — in short

what else has been misrepresented.

Please advise us the correct areas and percentages.

(%)

@

We would like to have elaboration on the ‘Niche Resort & Spa’ apparently
planned for the ‘Peace Cottage’ forest area.

*What exactly is proposed?

#What is the area to be used and what is the total forest area?

#*What is the ‘Time Frame’ — see 3.

It was previously indicated that 20 or more ‘exclusive’ sites were to be developed
in this area. Is this no longer planned.

(1) In what sequence is it proposed to develop the various nodes.
(i)  What is the ‘Time Frame’ for development.

(iii) ~ Will development of the nodes comply with the proposed waste water,
road and storm water layouts from inception.

‘Pedestrian Links’

It appears that these will link to Margaret Bacon Ave and 4™ Ave of Umdloti
South. We would like full elaboration of what is envisaged/intended. How will
these ‘links’ provide safe access as there are no pavements etc on the existing

roads which will be used.

What controls over access and usuage are envisaged.

Waste Water (Sewage) Disposal

The technical solutions handout indicates and promotes the use of the Phoenix
works for all wastewater generated by the Sibaya Precinct.

Is this the intended solution.

Can you confirm that there will be no piggy-backing on the existing Umdloti
system, even as a short-term expediency for say Node 1.

Roads and Traffic

The various handouts indicate that the M27 will continue to be the only road
access into Umdloti Beach. Can you confirm that this is the intent.



(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

What provision if any is intended for ‘back of beach’ parking and transport from
there to the beach.

An additional traffic circle is proposed on the M4 to service Node 3 and the
‘Peace Cottage’ area. It is submitted that this will further impact on the efficiency
of the M4 which is inevitably going to be heavily congested. This traffic circle
should be avoided if at all possible.

Are any steps proposed to control or constrain heavy vehicle traffic on the M4 eg.

e Limit the vehicle size to say 15 tons.

o Impose time constraints — eg close from 06h00 to 09h00.

Security
Are there any plans to impose access control for the various Nodes.

We would be grateful for your written response to the questions raised.

Yours faithfully

% y
R M Norris
(on behalf of a number of concerned residents)
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Mr R Siedle - UBRA
Mr G Hibbert - Moreland



